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Issues and Questions to consider:

1.
MCAS:

· Talk with the Team about your student’s MCAS score. Review their MCAS status every year.

· MCAS accommodations cannot be different from those provided to the student on a regular basis.  
· Students who cannot pass the regular MCAS may want to consider the Alternate Portfolio Assessment.

· The portfolio is designed so the student can “show what they know” by documenting work samples in a portfolio. Parents have a right to view the portfolio before it is submitted to the Massachusetts Department of Education (MA DOE. 

· Both the regular MCAS (with or without accommodations) and the Alternate Portfolio Assessment are held to the same high standard; both formats require a passing score to receive a graduation diploma. 

· The Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks insure access to the general curriculum to all students.

Transition Tips: Consider your student’s vision for post high school and MCAS status. Have a comprehensive discussion with the TEAM to review the appropriateness of the standard MCAS test or Alternate Portfolio Assessment. MCAS is a test of the general curriculum. The Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks are available online or by mail from MA DOE. Maintain a portfolio of your student’s work throughout high school to support results of any high stakes test. Students must pass 10th grade English & Math portions of MCAS (portfolio or regular) to receive a graduation diploma. Students who do not pass both English & Math portions of MCAS remain eligible for Transition services through their IEP and have many Transition service options to consider. Post high school learning should be community based in ‘real world’ settings in preparation for ‘real life’ experiences. (see #4 Transition Services)
2.
Local Graduation Requirements:  




· Do you feel your child’s coursework is comparable to their peers’? 

· Does your child have full access to the general curriculum?  

· What are the “local graduation requirements” in your city/town for receiving a high school diploma?

· Did your student waive coursework considered part of “local graduation requirements”? 

Transition Tips:  Along with passing MCAS, students must pass all local graduation requirements in your town. Find out what local requirements are and talk about them at your team meeting. Be sure any courses that have been waived (because the student is in special education) are not being counted as credit toward “local graduation requirements”.  

 

3. 
Transition and the IEP
· At what age was Transition discussed at the TEAM meeting?  

· Was the student invited?  Did the student attend?

· Was the student prepared to participate in a meaningful way?

· Did the TEAM explain and use the MADOE Transition Planning Form (TPF)?

· After using the TPF to guide the discussion, were transition goals developed in the IEP? 

· When students reach “the age of majority” at 18, only their signature is required for authorization.

Transition Tips: The starting date for Transition services changed to age 15 in IDEA 2004, previously students should have started transition planning at 14. This is a great time to incorporate “self advocacy” goals in the IEP to insure student participation in a student driven process. TPF is a mandated MA DOE form starting at age 15. Download a sample TPF at MA DOE’s website and be prepared for the meeting. (see #5) At 18, students must inform the team in writing if they choose to continue to share or delegate decision making to the parent or other person.  In the absence of the student’s documented choice, parents will continue to receive meeting notices; however, their attendance at the meeting and signature on the IEP is not required.
4.
Transition Services






· At what age did the student’s transition services begin?  

· What Transition services did your child receive? 

· Were Transition services a “coordinated set of activities” based on the student’s vision for post school outcomes? 

· Were Transition services developed from transition goals in the IEP?

· Did the IEP show progress toward the Transition goals each year? 

Transition Tips:  Student must be invited to participate in the team meeting at age 15. Transition goals are based on a student’s vision for their future. The student’s vision must drive the Transition process to insure that the learning opportunities developed from transition goals meet the individual needs of the student.   Be sure the TPF (see #5) guides the Transition discussion at the Team meeting. Continued skill development agreed upon using the MA DOE TPF must be incorporated into the IEP document as Transition goals. If Transition goals are not documented in the IEP there is no guarantee that Transition services will occur.

Every student on an IEP is eligible for some type of Transition plan and services before they exit special education.  A parent can challenge a student’s graduation date on the basis of not having received transition services during the time that the student was eligible for special education. (see #6)
5.
Using the Transition Planning Form (TPF)


· Who is part of the Transition planning team? Are there some partners who did not attend or were not allowed to participate?

·  Did the student attend? Was the student prepared to participate?

· When discussing Transition Services did you use the MA DOE Transition Planning Form (TPF)
· Did the school team help you and your child understand the TPF and the Transition Planning process before the Transition Planning meeting?

· Were transition services/supports discussed at the TPF meeting developed into Transition goals in the IEP?  If not, why not?

Transition Tips:  Don’t let the TEAM shrink in high school. Be sure that the family and student’s vision is understood and respected. Be proactive. Invite anyone who you think has a unique perspective of the student; a coach, work support staff, friend/peer, sibling, mentor, etc.  Make the process dynamic, collaborative, and focused on the student’s vision for their future. The TPF is a mandated MA DOE document meant to guide the Transition discussion and development of IEP Transition goals. Only Transition services developed from Transition goals and documented in the IEP are guaranteed to occur.  

 

6.
Graduation:






· What is the expected graduation date noted on the last signed IEP and TPF? 

· Has the Team suddenly changed the anticipated graduation date and/or the TEAM decision to continue services/eligibility?  

· Has the TEAM or other administrative personnel unexpectedly informed the parent that the student MUST exit, citing that “they have passed MCAS, local requirements and are no longer eligible for special education services”?  

Transition Tips: Students must be informed of their expected graduation date one year prior to that date. All students on an IEP are eligible to have a Transition plan that includes post secondary and vocational goals. Additionally, the school must show progress toward Transition goals every year. If a student does not receive Transition services based on their vision, during their period of entitlement (age 15-22) they are still eligible to receive transition services through the IEP process. 
A parent can challenge a student’s graduation on the basis of a claim that there was some type of violation during the time that the student was eligible. For example, it would be considered a violation if a graduation/exit date is proposed or changed less than one year prior to the graduation/exit date. A hearing officer is going to look very carefully at whether there was a violation during the student’s period of entitlement before rescinding a diploma or awarding compensatory services. 




Transition TIPS:
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