	Contacts & Resources for the African Community 

Worcester, MA    (Updated  4/2019)
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While our intent was to include accurate data on local human service agencies, some inadvertent errors or omissions may have 

occurred and some changes will undoubtedly take place between printing and distribution. 
If you would like to be added or deleted from this list please contact Anne at 508-552-7464 or 508-552-7469
	Nationality / Country
	Group
	Contact
	Services Provided

	All African Nationality


	African Community Education Program (ACE)

484 Main Street, Suite 355

Worcester, MA 01609
	Kwame Yeboah

Benjamin Kagigi 

 508 459 2284
	YOUTH PROGRAMS:

· After School Program (2:30-5:30, Mon-Thu): Homework tutoring for students’ grade 5-12. Additional services include cultural dance, sports, computer, reading arts and more. 

· Mentoring Program (2:30-4:30, Mon-Thu): One-on-one mentoring, group mentoring, mentoring activities.

· Saturday Program (8:30-2:30, Sat): Hands-on STEM, ELL instruction, Life skills. Additional services include: Cultural dance, sports, and computer. 

· Summer Programs (July): Summer reading and Workforce Development programs, including job placement. 

ADULTS & FAMILIES

· Family Education Program (Sat., 9-2:30): Adult ESOL & Citizenship Instruction including early literacy playgroup and instruction for children of adult students
· Outreach and case management support: Year-round case management, advocacy and referral services for parents of ACE students and the African immigrant population in general.

	Any Nationality and the LGBT population 
	The Ethiopian Dream Center, Inc and United Care of Massachusetts  
18 Millbury Street, Unit A, Worcester, MA  01610

774-641-4867


	Tiffany Williams tiffanyw@wunitedcarema.org 

(857)-333-4525
	The focus of the program initiatives are 

1. Immigration- such as Board of appeals 

2. Financial Assistance such as Housing Applications, DTA and etc. 
3. Refugees and Asylum Health services and Education 
5. Health Awareness
6
7. Domestic Violence
8. Education & Opportunities
9. Cultural Awareness
10. Job Training (i.e.: CNA, medical & legal translation service etc.)
11. Path to Citizenship
12. Elderly African Population going to nursing homes
13. Self-sufficiency & Business Entrepreneurship

Languages: Amharic, Somali, Swahili, Arabic Tigrigna, Kirundi, Creole, Spanish  and Russian


	All Nationality


	Domestic Violence Program YWCA 

1 Salem Square

Worcester, MA  01608


	Hotline  508-755-9030

Business Line:  508-755-5371


	The program of the YWCA of Central Ma, serves people who are victims of intimate partner violence and abuse in Worcester and surrounding towns. 
 The program has the fooling service:  (1) 24 hours Helpline (2) Online Help/Chat line: ymcahelp.com, 

** Both Helpline provides emotional support, domestic violence advocacy, referrals to community resources, safety planning and crisis intervention
(3) Community Outreach: Local outreach is conducted at various community sites and provides access to support, advocacy, referrals, and safety planning and crisis intervention.

(4) Domestic Violence Class

Survivors who have been identified as domestic violence victims by the Department of Children and Families are referred to a domestic violence class. The class is held once a week for four weeks.
(5) Emergency Shelter 

Services Provide Advocate support, advocacy, counseling, and individual case management.

 (6)SAFEPLAN Court Advocacy for Restraining Order assistance at Worcester District Court and Worcester Probate Court, (7) Short-term Counseling and Advocacy and Child/Youth Short-term Counseling and Advocacy (8) Support Groups

 (9) Community Education, providing workshops, trainings and education to children, teens and adults



	Cameroon
	Cameroon Association Social Club

23 Navajo Road

Worcester, MA  01606
	Gideon Aweh

508-615-6435


	A social club for individuals from Cameroon.  

Can occasionally provide translation to families in need

Languages: French 


	Central African Republic
	
	Patrice Djinaye
774-386-1182
	Support for families from CAR and connection to the local CAR community


	Ghanaian/All Nationality 
	Center For Family Progress 

 MLK Jr. Building

237 Chandler Street Suite 212

Worcester, MA 01609


	Samuel Duodu

Phone: 508-373-8701


	Support for Ghanaian and other immigrants.  Can help families and individuals connect to community resources. 

-Education

- Computer literacy

-Support in filling Immigration/citizenship forms 

-Basic needs and etc.

Speaks Twi and has access to other languages

	Liberian
	The Liberian Association

21 Hapgood Road

Worcester, MA  01605
www.laowc.com

	Josh Bing: 

508-410-2964

jbingjr@hotmail.com
jbingjr4@gmail.com

	Provide immigration, educational; connect families to resources in the community and other support. 
Speaks:  the local traditional languages for Liberia


	All Nationality
	Refugee and Immigrant 

Assistance Center

340 Main Street

Worcester, MA  01608

phone: 508-756-7557   fax: 508-756-7706


	Meg Gallo

megallo@riacboston.org
www.riacboston.org

	See information below

Languages:  Arabic, Nepali, Somali, Spanish and etc. 


	Kenya
	(Kenyan Professionals Association in New England 
(Three Dimension Health Services

61 Harvard Street

Worcester, MA  01609


	Paul S. Muite

President

603-438-9744

muites@aol.com

lichten_books@yahoo.com

or Charles:

508-799-9786


	CNA training programs such as 

HHA, CPR, Healthcare Services and Maps

	All Nationality 
	Arise

10 Gordon Road Shrewsbury, MA 01545
 617-446-3706

 pneupane@ariseus.org
	
	Community Supports

    -Education in Mental Health 

    -Advocacy in the community and education towards mental health needs 

Suicide Prevention 

    -Nepali language reference guide of healthcare providers in Worcester.  These guides were distributed within the Bhutanese community.


	All African Nationality 
	Angel –Net Foundation 
114 Main Street

Lower Level (Front Entrance)
Phone: 774-261-4232
Maggiej@angelsnetfoundation.org
https://www.angelsnetfoundation.org/ 

	
	· Children and Youth Services: 

· After-School Program: Grades 1-8 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 2:30-5:00pm
· Summer Program: Starts a week after Worcester Public school is out on vacation (June) 

· Leadership Development: older student are trained as mentors to the younger students in collaboration with program facilitators.

· Safe Families for Children: provides a network of volunteers from local churches that wrap support around families in crisis offering connection, grace and hope in the midst of a struggle.

· Programs for Adults: 
- ESL Classes ( Wednesdays and Fridays 5:00pm-6:30pm

-Financial Planning and Budgeting( Occurs three Fridays in a month

-Living and Working in the US
               -Free Initial Legal Consultation Free
               -Educational Consultation

               -Free Job Preparation Consultation
                -African Women's Support Group( Second Wednesday of every month 4:30-6:00pm (Therapist on site )




Health Centers
	Ghanaian 

All Nationality


	Akwaaba free Health Clinic 

International Central Gospel Church

7 Vernon Street Worcester, MA  01610

Thursdays 6pm -8pm 
	508-556-0234
	Free health clinic for any Worcester resident.  

Services Provided: 

-Checkups

-Sick Visits

-Lab Testing

-TB Reading



	All Nationality
	Edward M. Kennedy Community Health Center

19 Tacoma Street

Worcester, MA  01605


	Main Number:  

508-852-1805


	On-site medical interpreters.

Call in interpreters

Staff speaks 30+ languages.

Open convenient hours including many evenings and weekends.

· Primary Medical Care

· Urgent Care 

· Chronic Disease Management

· Behavioral Health and Social Services

· Dental Care

· Optometry

· Pharmacy on site 

· Laboratory Services on site

· Community Health Education and Prevention

· Women’s Health

· Family Planning 

· Nutrition Counseling

· Health Insurance Enrollment

· HIV/AIDS/Hepatitis Testing, Counseling & Treatment

· Specialty Medical Care

· Immigration Physicals (INS)

· Refugee Health Assessments

· Refugee Preventive Health Programs

· School Based Health Centers

· Teen Health Services

· WIC Nutrition Program on site

· Youth Development Programs



	Any Nationality
	Family Health Center

26 Queen Street

Worcester, MA  01610

www.FHCW.org

	Family Medicine and Main Number:  (508) 860-7700

Family Dental Services: (508) 860-7910

Social Services and Mental Health: (508) 860-7930


	We provide services in 35 languages.  

On-site medical interpretation and call in interpreters is available to all patients and clients.  

· Primary Care / Family Medicine

· Dental Services

· Mental Health Counseling – *For Primary Care Patients of FHCW

· Health Benefits Advising/Insurance Enrollment

· Advocacy/Case Management/Patient Navigation Services

· Integrated HIV/AIDS Care

· HIV/Hepatitis/STI Counseling and Testing Services

· Homeless Families Program

· Walk-In Center for Urgent and Primary Care (same-day appointments)

· Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Nutrition Program (at 5 locations)

· Lois B. Green Breast Health Center / Digital Mammography

· X-Ray and Ultrasound

· Women’s Health Network (comprehensive cancer screening)

· Care Coordination for Chronic Illness

· Maternal and Child Health Care Program

· Centering Pregnancy Prenatal Program

· Complementary Medicine: Acupuncture

· On-site Laboratory Services

· On-site Pharmacy

· Confidential Teen Clinic (at our Webster Square location)

· Wellness and Exercise Programs

· Health Education and Outreach

· Refugee Health Program

· Immigration Physicals (INS)

· Tuberculosis Services

· Sports Medicine

· Substance Abuse Services / Suboxone Therapy

· Nutrition Counseling

· Geriatric Medicine

· Certified Medical Interpreting and Cultural Case Management

· SNAP (Food Stamps) Enrollment




Legal

	Nigeria   . 

	Immigration

592 Main Street, Suite 1

Worcester, MA  01608


	Gordie Daniels Esq. 

Tel. 508-949-1779 

LM 7/23/14


	Immigration rights info

Legal advice



	All African Nationality


	Law Offices of Stella  Angwafo
340 Main Street, Suite 801-A

Worcester, MA  01608
	Stella Angwafo Esq.

508-770-1600


	Legal assistance – 

Primarily Focus: Immigration, Family immigration, removal and other services in the immigration court 

-Some criminal defense work 

-Some family law, 
Languages:  English and French



	All Nationality
	District Attorney Early
	Margaret Rwarama

508-368-7234

Margaret.rwaramba@state.ma.us 

	Director, Victim Witness Services at District Attorney Joseph Early Jr.’s Office- for all victims of crimes

Can speak many East African languages:  Uganda,  Burundi, Rwanda

Also provides counseling through Arbour Counseling Services




Churches
	Liberian
	Life in the World Ministry 

229 Grafton Street

Worcester, MA  01604
	Pastor Zangar

774-253-2375

	Can provide various support such as food

Service Hours:

Sunday and Wed 11am

Speaks:  the local traditional languages for Liberia and English 

	Liberian
	Christ Worship Center

16 Greenwood Street

Worcester, MA  01607

Phone: 508-754-4320 (church) 

	Pastor John Durstine Abban
774-262-6690

	Support for the Liberian community

Service Hours:

Sunday 10:00

Monday to Friday 12:00pm-1:pm

Thursday 5:00pm (Bible Study) 



	All African Nationalities


	Independent African Community Project/ Miss Africa New England Beauty Pageant
	Call Mercy Amo:  

774-578-2254 

infoimobaa@gmail.com 

Iamobaa.com 


	“Miss Africa New England” seeks to unite young women of African descent in hopes to empower them by creating opportunities and giving them a platform to reach higher heights academically and to equip them with the necessary skills to accomplish their humanitarian duties here in the States and in Africa.

Language translation / interpretation and Cultural Awareness Education

Outreach to the community 

Languages: Twi, French and English 

	All Nationality 


	The Apostolic Church

105 Millbury Street

Worcester, MA 01609


	Pastor John Unoh

 508-688-9435


	Must come to their church to get assistance

Assist new families to integrate into their new communities. Provide free clothing, shoes and canned goods – when available.

Service Hours:

Sunday 11:00-1:00pm

Tuesday 6:30-8:30pm

Languages: Yoruba, Ibo and English 

	All Nationality/ Nigerian


	Cross of Light Ministries

584 Cambridge Street

Worcester, MA  01610

508-363-0800
	Pastor Bucky Oyekunle

Cell:  978-609-4433
	Collaborates with the Food Pantry

Organize Food, Clothing – depending on demand

and other help for families in need  

Volunteering in the community such as cleaning the Park 

Languages: Yoruba & Ibo

	Liberian


	Catholic Charities

10 Hammond Street

Worcester, MA  01610
	Kaska Yawo

508-798-0191
	See information below

Speaks Gio

	Liberian
	Christ Jubilee International Ministry Church

5 Elmwood Street

Worcester, MA  01602
	Pastor Edith Stevquoah

stevquoahe@yahoo.com

978-490-5531


	Support for the Liberian community or anyone in need.  Can help with food, clothing and furniture when they receive them. 

Service Hours:

Sunday 10:30-1:30pm

Wed: 6:00pm-8:00pm

Friday: 7:30pm-9:00pm



	Kenyan, Rwanda, Somalia, Burundi,  East Central Africa Democratic, Republic of the Congo and South Africa 


	Divine Gospel Ministry

65 Tainter St., Worcester MA, 01610 Website: 
	Pastor Chris Kamau

508-410-9951

christopherkiri@yahoo.com
divinegospelministries.org 
	· Provision of social support and resources

· Translation / Interpretation

Speaks Swahili, Kikuyu

Erick Kamau

508-250-9642

Can help youth connect to sports, dance and music activities. 

Services: 

Sundays: 10.30 – 1.00 PM 

Wednesdays: 7.00 – 9.00 PM
Speaks Swahili

	All Nationality and Ghanaian
	Wesley United Methodist Church

114 Main Street

Worcester, MA  01608
	Pastor Shandirah Mawukomatanda

508-799-4191

office@wesleyworc.org  

website: 

http://wesleyworc.org/ 

	A Ghanaian association that can provide social support and fellowship.  

· Food Pantry 

· Clinic

Sunday Worship

Worship in Northridge Chapel

8:30 am

Worship in the Sanctuary

10:30 am

childcare available

Sunday School in Wagner Hall

10:45 am

Speaks English, Twi and Akan.  



	All African Nationally and Ghanaian
	Church of Pentecost Worcester Central
41 Providence Street Worcester, MA  01604


	Rev. Prince Nana Kobi Contact number is 513-328-1644
Presiding elder is Elder Daniel Engman and is number is 508-615-3122.


	Depending on the case, can provide various support. 

-Community services/ outreach 

-Donate clothing to the homeless, shelters to the community. 
Hours of Service: 

Sunday 9am -1pm 

Monday 6:30pm-9pm (Miracle Service) 

Tuesdays 7pm- 9pm (Women Ministry  and Men Ministry Followership) 

Wednesday 7pm-9pm 

Thursday 7pm-9pm (Witness Ministry) 

Friday 7pm- 9pm or 8pm-12am (This varies) 
Speak English and Twi



	All Nationally 
	Pentecost International Worship Center previously at 617 Lincoln Street has relocated to 5 Black Stone River Road in Worcester.


	Head Pastor: Rev. Dr. Karl Badu 

Phone: 401-829-0861

Email: karl.badu@copusa.org 

The presiding Elder: Elder 

Richard Osei

Phone: 508-615-6645

Secretary: Elder Dr. Sam Ameyaw

Phone: 508-615-7658

Email:secretary@piwcwprcester.org 


	Depending on the case, can provide various support
Hours of service:

Sunday 10am-12:30pm

Wednesday 10am-12pm Throne Room Prayer Service 

Wednesday 7pm-9pm Home cell Meetings 

Friday: 7pm-9pm Encounter service 

Saturday: 3pm-5pm Youth Services  

	Ghanaian
	Emmanuel Assembly

617 Lincoln street 

Worcester,MA,01605


	The presiding Elder is Elder Kobina 
	Depending on the case, can provide various support



	Some African Nationality:
* Democratic Republic of the Congo
*African Catholic community
English 

 Kiswahili/Swahili

Twi

  https://worcesterdiocese.org/african-community-at-st-andreww

	Main Office: 49 Elm Street Worcester, Ma 01609 

Office Hours:

Monday to Wednesday 10:30 am – 4:30 pm

Thursday 9:30 am – 4:00 pm

Friday 9:30 am – 1:30 pm

St. Joan of Arc Church

570 Lincoln Street 
Worcester, MA 01605

Cathedral of Saint Paul

38 High St, Worcester, MA 01609

St. Andrew the Apostles 

5 Spaulding Street, Worcester, MA 01610


	African Ministry Chaplain: Father Enoch Kyeremateng at 508.929.4329 (Office) 

Email: africanministry@worcesterdiocese.org
Brother Nicholas Obeng 508-847-1656 at St. Joan


	Services: Spiritual services, prayer, scripture readings, and counseling. Assist with clothing, family supports and gifts and other supports(Depends on the case) 

Ghanaian Community at St. Joan of Arc: Twi & English

Mass: Sunday at 2pm 

Mass: Sunday at 10:15 am at the Cathedral 

Community Life: Meetings are on the first Sunday of each month

Swahili and English at St. Andrew

Mass: Sundays at 11:30 am

First Thursday of every month we have prayers and holy hour (Jiumuya) 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 


	All Nationally (Congolese) 
French

Swahili 

English


	Philadelphia Pentecostal Church of All Nation
91 Stafford St #3

Worcester, MA 01542, USA
	Head Pastor: Apostle Willy Mboma                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Phone:774-204-2652
Email: willymbomaboketho@gmail.com 
Website: https://ppcofallnation.com/ 
	Depending on the case, can provide various support
-Donation of Clothing, food and etc.

-Community services activities 

Hours of service:
Sunday 10:30am

Wednesday: 6:30pm Prayer intersession

Friday: 5:00pm Bible Study 
Evening services depends on season

	
	
	
	


General Worcester Immigrant Resources     (Most services are Free of charge)
	Agency / Address/ Phone
	Service

	Catholic Charities
Refugee Resettlement Program
10 Hammond Street
Worcester, MA 01610               
Phone: 508-798-0191



	Description: helps refugees and other immigrants with basic needs, legal advice, and counseling and training 

Services:
· Legal counseling on immigration for low-income clients  

· English classes 

· Employment training and counseling 
· Senior rate Program
· Information and referrals for housing, food assistance, health care, etc. 

· Citizenship preparation 
· Food Pantry M-F 11:30am-2:30pm

· Clothing Closet 11:30-2pm 


	Centro Las Americas

11 Sycamore Street

Worcester, MA  

508-798-1900


	Description: provides resettlement and support services to help refugees and other immigrants become self-sufficient and productive citizens of the United States.

Services:

· Case management and counseling 

· Information and referrals for housing, food assistance, and health care, etc. 

· Interpreter and translation services 
· Citizenship preparation 

· Monday – Fridays, 9-5
· Help refugees and immigrants with basic needs, legal advice, counseling and training to become self-sufficient. 


	Friendly House

36 Wall Street

Worcester, MA  01604

508-755-4362


	Description: provides support services to help refugees and other immigrants such as renewal of documentations 
Services:

· Translations and legal assistance

· Information and referrals for housing, food assistance, health care, etc. 

· Interpreter and translation services in Spanish & Albanian
· Citizenship preparation 

· Monday – Fridays 9-5

	Community Legal Aid

405 Main Street

Worcester, MA  01608

508-752-3718

1-(855) 252-5342
http://www.communitylegal.org/get-help/how-get-help

	Immigration Unit

LACCM’s Immigration Unit represents clients seeking various forms of humanitarian immigration relief.  We help immigrant survivors of domestic violence and other crimes to secure legal status through self-petition under the Violence Against Women Act and applications for U visas.  We are also able to assist a limited number of asylum-seekers fleeing persecution in their home countries and unaccompanied minors seeking safety in the US.  We provide referrals to other non-profit agencies for those we cannot represent.


	Ascentria Care Alliance

11 Shattuck street

Worcester, MA 01605
Tel.: 774-243-3100  
774-243-3068

Fax: 508-519-8310
Website: 

https://www.ascentria.org/our-services/worcester-client-center
Hours: 8:30 am – 5:00 pm

	Description: LSS provides social and legal services to refugees and immigrants in need.

The Refugee Assistance Program provides the following social services: 

· Refugee case management 

· Employment services and vocational training services
· English as a second language (EOSL) classes
· Information and referrals for housing, food assistance, healthcare, etc.; and

· Assistance with refugee family reunification. 
· Free legal representation for victims of torture, domestic violence, violent crime, human trafficking and free or low bono legal representation for immigrants seeking asylum. Legal consultations on immigration issues

· Assistance in completing immigration applications, 
· Citizenship preparation.
· Supported Living
· Workforce Development
· Mental Health Services (provided by Family Continuity)
· Space for additional co-located community services
· Language Services

	MIRA: 

Contact Information:

Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition
105 Chauncy Street, #901
Boston, MA 02111
Phone: 617-350-5480 
Fax: 617-350-5499
Web: www.miracoalition.org

	Program Description: MIRA is the largest coalition in New England promoting the rights and integration of immigrants and refugees. With offices in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, we advance this mission through education and training, leadership development, institutional organizing, strategic communications, policy analysis and Legislative advocacy.Works to uphold the rights and opportunities of newcomers.  We also work to connect local activists with national policy debates that impact immigrants’ lives.
Non Citizen Eligibility for Assistance Programs

Most assistance programs offer help to noncitizens as well as U.S. citizens. Your eligibility for these programs may depend on your immigration status, the date you entered the United States, how long you have lived here, and other factors. Some programs offer help to undocumented non-citizens, but many do not.  
We view integration as a two-way process: 
· Immigrants and refugees work to learn English, 
· Adapt to the local culture, 

· Build a new life in the U.S.

·  Receiving communities actively welcome them and help ease their transition.


	Refugee Apostolate, Inc.

Our Lady of Hope Center

242 Canterbury Street
Worcester, MA 01603

Phone: 508-831-7455

email: mailbox@urbanmissionaries.com

	Description: assists refugees, immigrants and other families with food, clothing, and furnishings; advocacy; language and work skills; citizenship assistance; and other needs.

Services: Immigration Services
· The Little Store (thrift store) 

· Christmas Giving Program 

· Our Lady of Hope Center food pantry 

· Employment program 

· Citizenship and immigration assistance 
· Helped with resettlement and schools, 
· Connecting  families to the healthcare services 

· Support families  with employment services

· Connect families to legal services 
· Information and referrals for housing,  and food assistance


	Refugee & Immigrant Assistance Center(RIAC)
340 Main St
Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 756-7557


	Description: helps refugees and other immigrants with basic needs, legal advice, and counseling and training 

Services:

· Tutoring

· Connection with Community Resources

· Assistance, Food Stamps, etc. 

· Case management and counseling 

· Information and referrals for housing, food assistance, and health care, etc. 

· Translations 
· English language instruction (ESL every Friday 1-4pm) 
· Family reunification 

· Support with green card and citizenship applications 

	Africans for Improved Access (AFIA)
617-238-2462   

Siede Slopadoe
 www.mac-boston.org 

	A part of the multicultural AIDS coalition.The first program in Massachusetts dedicated to addressing the increasing HIV/AIDS rates in African communities living in Massachusetts. 
· Can help identify and assist with effective outreach, education, and mobilization strategies for Africans immigrants. 
· Collaborating with the community during an event or meeting with a group of African men, women, or youth to discuss taking care of yourself and understanding the health care system. 
· Assist African immigrant and refugee community in accessing health care services, specifically HIV services.
· Promote positive treatment in the  Health services field 

· Groups/Outreach for individuals(


Refugee & Immigrant Benefit Information:

Definitions & Categories:

· Refugee – fleeing persecution; status granted overseas

· Asylee – fleeing persecution; status granted in the US

· Immigrant – permanent resident (have the right to eventually obtain citizenship), applicant usually based on family ties to US citizen, employment

· Non-immigrant – temporary status (tourists, temporary workers, students…)

· Undocumented immigrant -unauthorized immigrants when referring to the foreign nationals who reside in a country illegally
A "public charge" is someone who is dependent on the government for long-term care, cash assistance or income maintenance. As an immigrant, you want to avoid becoming a public charge because it is a ground of inadmissibility and deportation. An immigrant who is likely to become a public charge is inadmissible, and ineligible to become a permanent resident of the United States. An immigrant may be deported if he or she becomes a public charge within 5 years of entering the U.S. It is extremely rare for an immigrant to be deported as a public charge.

To keep new immigrants from becoming public charges, the U.S. requires that sponsoring relatives or employers sign a contract (the Affidavit of Support) stating that the sponsored immigrant is not likely to become a public charge. The sponsor also acknowledges that an agency that provides any means-tested benefit to the immigrant may require the immigrant's sponsor to reimburse the agency for the amount of the provided benefit.

Many refugees who come to our county are enrolled in the Massachusetts Refugee Resettlement Program (MRRP) that helps newly arrived families become self-sufficient – through the immigrant service agency they came into the country with such as Catholic Charities or Lutheran Social Services.   Through this program they receive time limited: 

· Free case management services and employment services, including English language instruction if needed. 
· Some also get Refugee Cash and Medical Assistance
· Many refugees also qualify for public benefits such as TAFDC or SSI cash assistance, housing assistance, food stamps, fuel and utility assistance, child care, and Mass Health. Refugees can get these benefits right away, without a waiting period. Some benefits are limited to seven years, but are not limited once you become a citizen.

Immigrants can get the following benefits without impacting their immigration status: 

· Medicaid and other health insurance and health services (including public assistance for immunizations and for testing and treatment of symptoms of communicable diseases, use of health clinics, short-term rehabilitation services, prenatal care and emergency medical services) other than support for long-term institutional care

· Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)

· Nutrition programs, including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)- commonly referred to as Food Stamps, the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC), the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Program, and other supplementary and emergency food assistance programs

· Housing benefits

· Child care services (if the child is born here)

· Energy assistance, such as the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)

· Emergency disaster relief

· Foster care and adoption assistance

· Educational assistance (such as attending public school), including benefits under the Head Start Act and aid for elementary, secondary or higher education

· Job training programs

· In-kind, community-based programs, services or assistance (such as soup kitchens, crisis counseling and intervention, and short-term shelter)

· Non-cash benefits under TANF such as subsidized child care or transit subsidies

· Cash payments that have been earned, such as Title II Social Security benefits, government pensions, and veterans' benefits, and other forms of earned benefits

· Unemployment compensation

Some of the above programs may provide cash benefits, such as energy assistance, transportation or child care benefits provided under TANF or the Child Care Development Block Grant (CCDBG), and one-time emergency payments under TANF. Since the purpose of such benefits is not for income maintenance, but rather to avoid the need for ongoing cash assistance for income maintenance, they are not subject to public charge consideration.

The following benefits may cause them to be considered a ‘public charge’, affect their future ability to become a citizen and risk possible deportation if utilized within 5 years of entering the US (very rare): 

· Programs meant for people who cannot support themselves, such as cash assistance
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IMMIGRANTS AND PUBLIC BENEFITS: How Receipt of Benefits Can Affect Your Immigration Status 
Date posted: Tuesday, August 3, 2004 
Author: Tyler Moran of the Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition 

1. If I receive benefits, how will it affect my immigration status? When you apply for a Green Card, the INS considers a number of factors to decide whether you will be able to support yourself when you live in the U.S. (e.g. your age, health, income, family size, education and skills). If after considering your situation, the INS thinks that you cannot support yourself and that you will depend on benefits in the future, they can deny you a Green Card because you are considered a "public charge." If you have used public benefits, you need to prove to the INS that you will be able to support yourself and that you will not rely on public benefits in the future. 

  2. What kinds of benefits might cause a public charge problem? 
The INS is supposed to consider only programs meant for people who cannot support themselves, such as cash assistance, but the public charge decision will depend on your situation and your ability to support yourself. If you can support yourself or someone else can support you, receipt of WIC, Food Stamps or Free Care* cannot make you a "public charge." Food stamps and WIC are among programs that will not affect your immigration status!

  3. Can I be asked to pay back benefits that I used in the past? 
No. The INS cannot ask anyone to pay back benefits. If you are asked to pay back benefits, you should get legal help immediately. You only have to repay benefits if you received them improperly (for example, you did not tell your welfare worker about all of your income), and if the agency that gave you the benefits has actually asked you to repay them. 
  
4. If I used benefits in the past, will I be able to sponsor my family member to come to the U.S.? 
If you sponsor your family member to come to the U.S., you will have to sign a legal document, called an "Affidavit of Support," that shows that you currently have enough money to support your household and the family members that you are sponsoring. If the INS does not think that you can support your family member in the future, then they can deny your family member a green card even if you met the income requirements and signed the Affidavit of Support. 
  
5. If I have a Green Card and receive benefits, will it prevent me from becoming a U.S. citizen? 
No, not unless you received benefits that you were not supposed to receive. If you illegally received public benefits, the INS may decide that you do not have "good moral character" and you could have trouble becoming a U.S. citizen. 
  
6. What should I do if I have any questions about using public benefits? 
Please call an immigration lawyer if you have any questions. 

  *WIC is a nutritional program for low income pregnant or breast-feeding women and children under five. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Non-citizens Eligible to Apply for Food Stamps
A. The “Qualified” Non-citizens listed below can apply, regardless of date of entry:
1. Those Seeking Asylum 2. Cuban/Haitian Entrants 3. Americans 

4. Refugees 5. Deportation Withheld

B. The “Qualified” Non-citizens listed below can apply if they meet certain conditions:
Conditions:
a. Are under 18; OR
b. Have complete five years as a “Qualified” Noncitizen, OR
c. Are certain immigrants who are disabled or elders; OR
d. Are Veterans/Active Duty Personnel and their eligible dependents

“Qualified” Non-citizens
1. Legal Permanent Residents*

2. Certain Battered Non-citizens

3. Parolees

4. Conditional Entrants

All applicants must meet income and other food stamp rules in order to qualify for food stamps. Ineligible immigrants may apply for their children who meet eligibility criteria
This guide was created through a collaborative effort of the following agencies:  ACE, African Community Development Corporation, Catholic Charities, Family Health Center, The Edward M. Kennedy Community Health Center, Ma Department of Children and Families and Worcester Community Connections, Affiliated with YOU Inc. 
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